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Good morning,

I am excited you’re joining us today for our 2025 conference! The Promise
Institute presents our 18th Annual Early Learning Conference, “Full STEAM
Ahead.” Today’s keynote speaker, Professor Sko, and all of our session presenters
will share valuable insights to support your development as early childhood
educators. I love learning and reading and this is sure to be a great day for all of us. 

This conference is one of my favorite events of the year because it allows us all to
get together in person, learn from each other, and share the day in a professional
development setting. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our
leading sponsors, including CCEI, Suncoast Credit Union, Publix Charities, and the
Florida Lottery, along with all our other sponsors for their support of our early
childhood education conference. We rely on donations to plan and deliver such a
robust conference, and our vendors and sponsors continue to support us, so
thank you. I am excited that Florida's Chancellor for Early Learning, Cari Miller, has
traveled from Tallahassee to join us today. 

Finally, I would like to recognize our team for working tirelessly to create such an
amazing day for you. On behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, I would like to
thank you for your commitment to our youngest learners and for choosing to be
an early childhood educator. It’s one of the most important professions in our
workforce and we’re thankful for each one of you.
 
Thank you,

Steve Knobl, Ph.D.

MESSAGE FROM 
DR. STEVE KNOBL



THANK YOU TO OUR EXPLORER
SPONSOR



7:30 AM - 9:00 AM
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION &
BREAKFAST 

9:00 AM - 10:20 AM

10:30 AM - 11:20 AM

11:30 AM - 12:20 PM

12:20 PM - 1:00 PM 

1:00 PM - 1:40 PM

1:50 PM - 2:40 PM

2:50 PM - 3:30 PM

CONFERENCE OPENING & 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

BREAKOUT SESSION 2

LUNCH A AND EXHIBIT HALL

LUNCH B AND EXHIBIT HALL

BREAKOUT SESSION 3

CLOSING CEREMONY

BREAKOUT SESSION 1

CONFERENCE AGENDA

3:30 PM CONFERENCE ENDS
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Bimal Bhojani, Board Chair, Governor Appointee 
Ryan Amsler, Hernando County Board of Commissioners
Amy Anderson, MD, Provost, Pasco-Hernando State College
Maryam Belavilas, MD, Private Sector
Lisa Campos, Private Sector
Trang Chitakone, Pasco County Health Department
Kimberly Harrison, Private Sector
Adam Horn, Private Sector
Jacob Horner, Governor Appointee
Roberto C. Hursey, Private Sector
Anna Jensen, ESE Director, Hernando County Schools
Jan Jones, Faith-Based Provider Representative
Walter D. Joseph, M.Ed., Private Sector
John Legg Ph.D., Superintendent of Pasco County Schools
Patrick McHugh, Private Sector
Chantal Porte, Department of Children & Families
Tim Sabba, Private For-Profit Child Care Provider Representative
Manuel “Manny” Santana, Governor Appointee
David Slovut, MD, Private Sector
Tanya Stanton, Hernando County Head Start
Neil Thompson, Private Sector
Jessica Weightman, Pasco-Hernando Workforce Board
Rebecca Wilkinson-Shields, Private Sector
Daniel Wright, Private Sector

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



THANK YOU TO OUR EXPLORER
SPONSOR



Thank you to  
 New Horizons Preschool 

and Learning Center
 for leading the 

Pledge of Allegiance and 
Marchman Technical for 

donating the facilities 
for today’s conference!

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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Carrie Culbertson, Provider Services Director
Dawn Espinoza, Educational Support Supervisor
Robyn Atkinson, Integrity & Accountability Supervisor
Mark Cerasaro, IT Data Specialist
Katie Dean, Quality Performance Supervisor
Samantha Dominguez, Education Engagement Coordinator
Kelly Duhon, Screening & Intervention Specialist
Christine Dyal, Instructional Coach
Melissa Hayes, Instructional Support Supervisor
Beverly Kamp, Quality Performance Specialist
Kristen Murray, Quality Performance Specialist
Elisha Perry, Inclusion Coordinator
Sherri Sabadishin, Organizational and Public Engagement Supervisor
Maria Simpson, Quality Performance Specialist
Samantha Taylor, Quality Performance Specialist
Melinda Velez, Strategic Partnerships and Impact Specialist

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
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Brenda Skoczelas is an Associate Professor of Physics in Florida. Brenda is a
published author, an expert in online course design, and was named the

Florida Professor of the Year in 2018. In addition, she is a keynote speaker, an
Iron Man triathlete, races motor cycles, and is a certified scuba diver, among
other hobbies. Ms. Skoczelas is passionate about attracting and keeping girls
in STEM, and encouraging young people to become STEM teachers. She has

garnered four industry awards for her work as the title character in The
Professor Sko Science Show. 

Despite being a self-avowed introvert, Brenda appears in YouTube videos,
stage performances, and public appearances in order to, in her words... “be

the role model I wish I had so no girl ever has to do without one
again.”Brenda earned her bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and master’s

degree in Physics from Ball State University. Her research background
includes the development of non-invasive diagnostic procedures using the

magnetic field for testing to assess potential nerve damage.

ABOUT OUR KEYNOTE

KEYNOTE SESSION:
PROFESSOR SKO PRESENTS

THE MAGIC OF TEACHING
SCIENCE!
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EVENT AGENDA
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Melissa Ackerson from Elfers Christian
Julie Allison from Beacon Community
Loralee Janus from Longleaf Learning
Tevin Lashley from Geaux Baby
Terrica Lashley from Geaux Baby
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School Readiness Approved

Professional
Development

Music &
Movement

Physical
Development

Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts &
Mathematics

Language
& Literacy

Cognitive

Interactive
Reading

Social-Emotional
Development

Proud Florida
Based Company

52 Weeks of Lesson Plans
Over 4,000 Daily Activities
Training Built-In
Professional Development
@HomeConnections for
Families
Material Lists with
fulfillment by Lakeshore
Spanish Included
And SO MUCH MORE!

INCLUDES: 

that an estimated 85% of the jobs
that will exist in 2030 have not been invented yet*? 

Learning Beyond Early Learning Curriculum provides
teachers with the advanced tools and training needed to
inspire tomorrow's workforce from infancy to pre-k 4.

Inspiring Tomorrow's Earners Today

DID YOU KNOW 

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

LearningBeyondPaper.com/Florida | 1-833-452-7669 | @LearningBeyondPaper

Get 1 Month FREE
Plans Starting as low as $1295 per year
Includes Admin & ALL Teachers per location

*2018 Dell Technologies Realizing 2030: A Divided Vision of the Future Summary
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2024 
TEACHERS OF THE YEAR!

The impact of Loralee's S.T.E.A.M. teaching is
long reaching. The engagement of her students
in her classroom is full-on and enthusiastic. Her

students have come to understand that they not
only CAN, but they SHOULD question everything.

They become critical thinkers, observing and
participating hands-on activities, referring to

documentation, scaffolding knowledge,
participating in conversations with peers, using
different modalities to scaffold, and becoming

confident in exploration of new ideas,
environments and opportunities.

Loralee Janus

Julie Allison

Children love to be in Ms. Julie's classroom she
has a special way to engage the children in

learning. My son has learned so much from her,
and it has always been through interactive

activities. I was in complete shock when not even
a month after he started VPK, he learned all the

letters and sounds of the alphabet. Ms. Julie used
the Nemours curriculum too which has a lot of
hands-one activities. My son is always happy to

go to VPK. 

Beacon Community Child Care Center

Longleaf Learning Center
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE JOHN
AND HELEN LONG SCHOLARSHIP
The John and Helen Long Scholarship began in 2008 at Gulf High School
where Dr. Knobl was the Principal. Dr. Knobl organized the family
scholarship for a graduating senior who was studying to become a teacher.
This was also a way to honor the legacy of his grandparents, John and Helen
Long. In 2018, the scholarship followed Dr. Knobl to the Early Learning
Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties where it is now used to support a
teacher completing a college degree in early childhood education. 

Dr. Knobl has fond memories of his grandparents taking him and his
younger sister to the Hudson Library, buying books together at
Waldenbooks in the Gulfview Square Mall, reading around the pool each
summer as they were growing up. As the oldest of eight grandchildren, he
recalls how often his grandparents encouraged everyone to enjoy learning
and continue their education beyond high school.

By modeling a love for reading and creating a supportive learning
environment. John and Helen truly left an incredible legacy for the entire
family. The entire family enjoys reading about the scholarship winner and
looks forward to the announcement each year.
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2024 JOHN & HELEN LONG
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

As an early childhood educator and
student, I am dedicated to
fostering a love of learning in my
students through engaging, hands-
on, and thematic activities. 

With this scholarship, I can access
additional resources, attend more
professional development, and
implement teaching strategies that
will benefit my students.

Kelsi Perez 
Pitter Patter Kids Preschool

I am deeply committed to making a positive
impact on the lives of young children, and this
scholarship will be instrumental in helping me
achieve that mission.
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CEU Certificates
A conference certificate will be available in your “Promise Institute” account after you
complete a questionnaire and survey online.

Log into https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/.  (Your username is your email address)
Locate and click on “Full STEAM Ahead CEUs.” You will find this on your home page or in
“My Courses.”
Press “Start or Resume Course” and complete the questionnaire and survey.
Wait up to 3 weeks for an Early Learning Coalition Training Specialist to verify your
attendance.
Once the attendance has been verified, click on the PROGRESS tab.
You will find your certificate located under the CERTIFICATIONS tab.

CEU Terms and Conditions
By registering for this conference and purchasing CEUs, you agree to the CEU Terms and
Conditions on the Coalition’s website. 

These terms and conditions include that all CEU paperwork is the participant’s responsibility.

If CEU paperwork is incomplete, it will be changed to “not passed, and you will need to
attempt again to answer the questions thoroughly, accurately, and academically in essay
format.  Participants will have ten (10) days to complete CEU paperwork and resubmit to the
Coalition.

Payment for CEUs is non-refundable.

CEU Distribution
CEU Certificates of Completion will be available in your “Promise Institute” account at
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/. You will find your certificate under the CERTIFICATIONS
tab.

The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc. (ELCPH) has been accredited as an
Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET). In
obtaining this accreditation, the ELCPH has demonstrated that it complies with the ANSI/IACET
Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of the
Authorized Provider status, ELCPH is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for programs that qualify under
the ANSI/IACET Standard.

CEU DISTRIBUTION RULES

https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/


www.elcph.org
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