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Welcome to our attendees!

I am excited you’re joining us today! The Promise Institute presents our 16th
Annual (Virtual) Early Learning Conference. FISH! Philosophy’s Catch the Energy
is our theme this year! Today’s conference sessions and speakers will help us
discover the benefits and strategies of building a collaborative and supportive
work environment. Each year, conference continues to be one of my favorite
events as we come together as a learning community to expand our knowledge
and share ideas with one another.

I am excited that we’re continuing my family’s teacher scholarship program that
began three years ago, along with honoring a “teacher of the year” award. We
have a dynamic keynote this year, with two other talented guest speakers
during the morning program. Our team has worked very hard to provide a high-
quality virtual experience for you. This event would not be possible without the
support and generosity of our sponsors and partners.

I am confident that you will love this year’s conference focus and learn many
new ways to use the FISH! Philosophy within your classrooms and programs. On
behalf of our staff and Board of Directors, I would like to thank you for your
commitment to our youngest learners and for choosing to be an early childhood
educator. It’s one of the most important careers in our workforce and we’re
thankful for each and every one of you.

Thank you, 

Steve Knobl, Ph.D.
Executive Director

NOTE FROM 
DR. STEVE

KNOBL



AGENDA
8:00 AM INTRO BEGINS / SIGN IN

8:30 AM

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

11:50 AM

12:00 PM

12:30 PM

WELCOME: CONFERENCE OPENING

SESSION 2: PLAY & MAKE THEIR DAY

SESSION 3: CHOOSE YOUR ATTITUDE

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

AWARDS / DOOR PRIZES / WRAP UP

CONFERENCE ENDS

SESSION 1: BE THERE



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bimal Bhojani, Board Chair, Governor Appointee
Jacob Horner, Governor Appointee
Manuel “Manny” Santana, Governor Appointee
Amy Anderson, MD, Provost, Pasco-Hernando State College

Patrick McHugh, Private Sector
Elizabeth Narverud, Hernando County Board of Commissioners
Chantel Porte, Department of Children & Families
Tim Sabba, Private For-Profit Child Care Provider Representative
David Slovut, MD, Private Sector

Jessica Weightman, Pasco-Hernando Workforce Board

Daniel Wright, Private Sector

Maryam Belavilas, MD, Private Sector
Kurt Browning, Superintendent, Pasco County Schools
Lisa Campos, Private Sector
Trang Chitakone, Pasco County Health Department
Tanya Hall, Hernando County Head Start
Kimberly Harrison, Private Sector
Adam Horn, Private Sector
Roberto C. Hursey, Private Sector
Anna Jensen, ESE Director, Hernando County Schools
Jan Jones, Faith-Based Provider Representative
Walter D. Joseph, M.Ed., Private Sector

Neil Thompson, Private Sector

Rebecca Wilkinson-Shields, Private Sector



Thank you to  
Academy at the Farm in

Dade City for leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance!

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR



ABOUT OUR KEYNOTE:
NAN GESHE, MA 

Nan is an energetic speaker who uses experience, insight, and some
sturdy research, all sprinkled with a little humor, to get people to see
themselves and the world differently. Her passion is “helping people
play well together!” Nan provides audiences a chance to ponder and
practice different ways of thinking and acting around change, conflict,
decision making, communication, and leadership all in hopes of
providing more positive outcomes.

Nan has been engaging large and small audiences nationally. She is a
catalyst who makes change doable! Her 20 plus years of independent
and corporate experience allow her to stretch people’s thinking to help
them focus on the realities of life and business. She works with
organizations who want their teams to Crack the Collaboration Code.



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR



CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE

Carrie Culbertson, Educational Services Director

Robyn Atkinson, Training Specialist
Mark Cerasaro, Training Specialist
Katie Dean, Provider Performance Supervisor
Samantha Dominguez, Early Education Advisor
Kelly Duhon, Developmental Services Specialist
Christine Dyal, Provider Performance Specialist
Melissa Hayes, Senior Provider Performance Specialist
Beverly Kamp, Provider Performance Specialist
Kristen Murray, Provider Performance Specialist
Elisha Perry, Developmental Services Supervisor
Sherri Sabadishin, Organizational and Public Engagement Supervisor
Maria Simpson, Provider Performance Specialist
Samantha Taylor, Provider Performance Specialist
Melinda Velez, Strategic Partnerships and Impact Specialist

Dawn Espinoza, Professional Development Supervisor



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR



Be There is showing up for our
team members the same way we

show up for the children. It is about
noticing their needs, both physical

and emotional, and acting on those
needs. We will explore how

connections are built one person at
a time by offering support,
compassion, patience, and

empathy. 

Nan Gesche, MA

SESSION ONE: 
BE THERE



You see the value of Play with the children every
day. We need that same Play with each other to

build engagement and curiosity.  Play fosters real
connections with the real people that we work

with to find individual or organizational success.
 

Make Their Day is about thinking what we’re
thankful for and expressing our gratitude to those
around us.  We will explore how we all want to be

recognized for different things and in different
ways.  

Nan Gesche, MA

SESSION TWO: 
PLAY & MAKE

THEIR DAY



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR



After wrapping up Make Their Day, we end
with Choose Your Attitude. We will consider

how you Choose Your Attitude without
suppressing or burying your emotions. We can
all slow down and make it a conscious choice,
rather than simply giving into your emotional

urges. 

Nan Gesche, MA

SESSION THREE: 
CHOOSE YOUR

ATTITUDE



HIGH-CLASS Providers!!
The CLASS scoring system is a proven way to measure positive teacher-child interactions! 

Academy at the Farm
Adventure Learning
All Aboard Christian
All Kids Academy
Alphabet Kids LFCCH
Anderson FCCH
Beacon Community
Belinda Singleton FCCH
Bishop Larkin
Boys & Girls Little Leopards
Boys and Girls Little Panthers
Boys and Girls Mighty Leopards
Bright Beginnings Challenger
Bright Beginnings Landover
Brooksville Elementary
Bumble Bee
Care-A-Lot
Carol’s Smart Start
Cedarview
Chasco Elementary
Chester Taylor Elementary
Children of Light
Children’s Nest
Chocachatti Elementary
Clinton Academy
Clower FCCH
Connerton Elementary
Country Kids
Creative Little Minds
Creative Stars
Creative Times
Creative World Oakstead
Creative World Starkey Ranch
Creative World Wesley Chapel
Davis FCCH
Discovery Point 30
Discovery Point 47
Discovery Point Achievement 
Discovery Point Silverthorn

Double Branch Elementary
East Pasco Adventist
Eden Christian
Einstein Learning
Elfers Christian
Excel Creative
First Christian
First Friends Landover
First Friends Mariner
First Steps Education
Fox Hollow
Garden Montessori
Geaux Baby
Genesis
Gingerbread House
Gibbs Happy Hands
Heritage Academy
Jungle Express
Kids at the Point
Kid’s Korner
Kids Learning Academy
Kids World NPR
Kids R Kids # 10
La Petite 52
La Petite 54
Leading by Example
Lighthouse Christian
Lighthouse Preschool of WC
Lil Stars
Little Brave Hearts
Little Explorers
Little Lambs
Little Owl Learning Academy II
Little Pioneers
Longleaf Learning
Maria Bules FCCH
Moon Lake Elementary
Mrs. B’s Too
Mrs. Maxine’s FCCH

Notre Dame
O2B Kids Odessa
O2B Kids WC
Oakstead Elementary
Odessa Elementary
Our Lady of the Rosary
Pine Grove Elementary
Pine View Elementary
Pitter Patter
Primary Prep
Primrose School at Collier
Richey Elementary
Sacred Heart
Schrader Elementary
Scribbles
Small Steps
Small Steps II
Spring Hill Elementary
St. Anthony
St. Thomas Aquinas
Storybook on Ridge
Storybook Schoolhouse
Sugar & Spice at Lexington
Sugar & Spice Learning
Tanglewood
The Cherry Tree
The Guardian Angels
The Learning Ladder
Unique Blessings
Wee Kids
Wesley Chapel Academy
Wesley Chapel Christian
Westside Elementary
Wiggle Worms
Wong, Seranie FCCH
YMCA Pinegrove
Zephyrhills Early Learning
ZFN



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR



2023 TEACHER OF THE 
YEAR NOMINEES

Jordan Griggs from Little Lambs 
Kirenia Lopez from Sarah Bee Bilingual 

Sherina Goyer from Kids at the Point 
Tevin Lashley from Geaux Baby

Vanessa Pope from Kids At the Point



2023 TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR!

Tevin Lashley is being honored as
Teacher of the Year for 2023. 

His passion lies in not only
imparting knowledge but also in

creating an enjoyable learning
experience, where children can
laugh and have a fantastic time.

Tevin has successfully completed
the Circle of Security program

and actively promotes its
benefits to fellow educators. He is
a strong advocate for mentoring
and collaborative efforts among
teachers in the local community.

Tevin Lashley
Geaux Babies



THANK YOU TO OUR WISDOM
PRESENTING SPONSOR





2023 JOHN & HELEN LONG
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

Ashlyn Jean, the recipient of the
John and Helen Long Memorial

Scholarship, holds the position of
lead teacher at Kids Stuff

Preschool. Simultaneously, she is
pursuing her A.S. in Early
Childhood Education at

Hillsborough Community College.
Following the completion of her

associate's degree, Ashlyn's
aspirations include attaining her

bachelor's degree in early
childhood education.

Ashlyn Jean 
Kids Stuff Preschool



LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
JOHN AND HELEN LONG

SCHOLARSHIP
The John and Helen Long Scholarship began in 2008 at Gulf High School

where Dr. Knobl was the Principal. Dr. Knobl organized the family
scholarship for a graduating senior who was studying to become a teacher.
This was also a way to honor the legacy of his grandparents, John and Helen

Long. In 2018, the scholarship followed Dr. Knobl to the Early Learning
Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties where it is now used to support a

teacher completing a college degree in early childhood education. 

Dr. Knobl has fond memories of his grandparents taking him and his
younger sister to the Hudson Library, buying books together at

Waldenbooks in the Gulfview Square Mall, reading around the pool each
summer as they were growing up. As the oldest of eight grandchildren, he
recalls how often his grandparents encouraged everyone to enjoy learning

and continue their education beyond high school.

By modeling a love for reading and creating a supportive learning
environment. John and Helen truly left an incredible legacy for the entire
family. The entire family enjoys reading about the scholarship winner and

looks forward to the announcement each year.









2024

17th Annual 
Early Learning Conference 
Saturday, February 24, 2024

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Heritage Academy 

35636 FL-54,
 Zephyrhills, FL 33541 

In-Person

Release the
Potential





THANK YOU TO OUR  
POSITIVE SPONSOR



THANK YOU TO OUR 
INSPIRE SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR 
INSPIRE SPONSORS



16th Annual Virtual Early Learning Conference 
Saturday, November 4, 2023

SPONSORS

Catch the Energy!



Log into https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/.  (Your username is your email address)
Locate and click on “Early Childhood Educator's Conference: Catch the Energy (CEU’s) .”
You will find this on your home page or in “My Courses.”
Press “Start or Resume Course” and complete the questionnaire and survey.
Wait up to 3 weeks for an Early Learning Coalition Training Specialist to verify your
attendance from the chat box.
Once the attendance has been verified, click on the PROGRESS tab.
You will find you certificate located under the CERTIFICATIONS tab.

CEU Certificates
A conference certificate will be available in your “Promise Institute” account after you
complete a questionnaire and survey online.

CEU Terms and Conditions
By registering for this conference and purchasing CEUs, you agreed to the CEU Terms and
Conditions on the Coalition’s website. 

These terms and conditions include that all CEU paperwork is the responsibility of the
participant.

Within one week of completion of the conference, submit your CEU Questionnaire Packet
which can be found under the Files tab in the course. You will receive .4 CEUs after the
submitted questionnaire has been approved.

If CEU paperwork is incomplete, it will be returned to the participant via email. Participant will
have ten (10) days to complete CEU paperwork and resubmit to the Coalition.

Payment for CEUs is non-refundable.

CEU Distribution
CEU Certificates of Completion will be available in your “Promise Institute” account at
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/. You will find your certificate under the CERTIFICATIONS
tab.

The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc. (ELCPH) has been accredited as an
Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET). In
obtaining this accreditation, the ELCPH has demonstrated that it complies with the ANSI/IACET
Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of the
Authorized Provider status, ELCPH is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for programs that qualify under
the ANSI/IACET Standard.

CEU DISTRIBUTION
RULES

https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/
https://ece-elcph.talentlms.com/


NOTES







THANK YOU
FOR

WATCHING


