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I am excited you’re joining us today! The Promise Institute presents “Activating the
Creative Mind” for our 15th Annual Early Learning Conference! When we facilitate
creativity, a child’s own curiosity will lead to critical thinking. Today’s conference sessions
and speakers will help us discover the benefits and strategies of implementing art, music,
and loose parts for your daily classroom activities!
As we strive to work together through the pandemic and the many challenges it has
presented to our industry, I continue to be impressed with your commitment and
dedication for the children and families you serve each day. Each year, the day of the
conference continues to be one of my favorite days as we come together as a community
to learn and share with one another.
I am excited that we’re continuing my family’s teacher scholarship program that began
three years ago, along with honoring a “teacher of the year”. We have a dynamic keynote
this year, with two other talented guest speakers during the morning program. Our team
has worked tirelessly to deliver a high-quality virtual experience for you. This event would
not be possible without the support and generosity of our sponsors and partners.
I am confident that you will love this year’s conference and learn many new ways to
create wonder and excitement within your classrooms for your students. On behalf of our
staff and Board of Directors, I would like to thank you for your commitment to our
youngest citizens and for choosing to be an early childhood educator. It’s one of the most
important careers in our workforce and we’re thankful for each one of you.
Sincerely,
Steve Knobl, Ph.D.

Amy Anderson, MD, Pasco-Hernando State College
Maryam Belavilas, MD, Private Sector
Bimal Bhojani, Chair, GOVERNOR APPOINTEE, Private Sector
Lisa Campos, Private Sector
Kimberly Harrison, Community at Large - Pasco
Lavana Harvey, Private Sector
Adam Horn, Private Sector
Jacob Horner, GOVERNOR APPOINTEE - Private Sector
Anna Jensen, ESE Director., Hernando County Schools
Jan Jones, Faith Based Provider Representative - Pasco
Walter D. Joseph, M.Ed., Private Sector
Patrick McHugh, Private Sector
Gina Michalicka, Hernando County School Board
Mike Napier, Pasco County Health Department
Elizabeth “Beth” Narverud, Hernando County Board of County Commissioners
Chantal Porte, Department of Children & Families
Tim Sabba, Provider Representative - Hernando
Manuel “Manny” Santana, GOVERNOR APPOINTEE– Private Sector
David Slovuk, MD, Private Sector
Neil Thompson, Private Sector
Jessica Weightman, CareerSource Pasco-Hernando
Rebecca Wilkinson-Shields, Community at Large – Pasco
Vicki Wolin, Head Start Director - Pasco
Steve Knobl, Ph.D., Executive Director

Conference Committee Members
Carrie Culbertson, Educational Services Director
Dawn Espinoza, Professional Development Supervisor
Mark Cerasaro, Training Specialist
Katie Dean, Provider Performance Supervisor
Samantha Dominguez, Early Education Advisor
Kelly Duhon, Developmental Services Specialist
Christine Dyal, Provider Performance Specialist
Melissa Hayes, Provider Performance Specialist
Beverly Kamp, Provider Performance Specialist
Gina Kollar, Training Specialist Infant/Toddler
Kristen Murray, Provider Performance Specialist
Elisha Perry, Developmental Services Supervisor
Sherri Sabadishin, Organizational and Public Engagement Supervisor
Maria Simpson, Provider Performance Specialist
Samantha Taylor, Provider Performance Specialist
Melinda Velez, Strategic Partnerships and Impact Specialist

Time

Event

8:30 AM

Welcome: Conference Opening
Pledge of Allegiance

Sarah Bee Academy 2

Greetings:
Dr. Steve Knobl, Executive Director for
The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc.
Bimal Bhojani, Governor Appointed Chair of the Board of Directors for
The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc.
Matt Mears, Chancellor for
Department of Education
Dawn Espinoza, Professional Development Supervisor for
The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc.
9:00 AM

Session 1:
Penny Bernath, South Florida PBS’s KidVision

10:00 AM

Session 2:
Ellen Acuna, Music Together Worldwide

11:00 AM

Session 3:
Keith Pentz, Early Years Consulting Services, LLC.

12:00 PM

Awards / Major Door Prizes / Wrap Up
• Teacher of the Year
• John and Helen Long Scholarship Awards
Dawn Espinoza, Professional Development Supervisor for
The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc.

12:30 PM

Conference Ends

:

Session Description:
What is Process Art? Why is it important? And how do you do it with the age group you are
working with? Miss Penny will do process art with each age group in a typical
preschool. Learn how to support one-year-olds, 2-year-olds, 3-year-olds, and PreK kids
through process art. Jump on board as we navigate the often misunderstood world of art
experience for young children. Join my pre-recorded presentation and ask questions live, I
will be in the zoom chat room!
Presenters Bio:graphy:
Penny Bernath is the Education Director of South Florida PBS. She has contributed to the
station’s success with the creation of KidVision PreK, an online professional development
program for preschool teachers. Penny started her early childhood career as an active
parent in the preschool program at Nova Southeastern University (NSU) where she
enrolled her children. She soon became a preschool teacher aide, then a teacher, a
director, and eventually taught teachers how to teach preschool at NSU teaching National
Child Development Associate (CDA) classes. She continued to grow professionally going
out into the community developing and presenting professional development trainings
for NSU, helping failing preschools with on-going training and mentoring.
Penny took this combined work and teaching knowledge to develop KidVisionPreK.org,
knowing that preschool teachers needed practical standards training in a format that was
easy for them to understand and apply in the classroom. KidVision PreK field trips can be
matched to any curriculum, enriching it with audio-visual content and hands-on
standards-based activities. Penny has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education, a
master’s in early childhood education, and a specialist degree in educational leadership.
She has a State of Florida professional teaching certificate for ages 3 to grade 6. Penny is
certified in Music Together, Teaching Strategies Gold, and CLASS.

Session Description:
Music Together understands that the most important time for music learning is between
the ages of birth and six. This is the period of primary music development, a time when
children’s growing brains are most open to musical influence and growth. Exposure to a
variety of music and movement experiences is crucial during this period, when the child
learns so fast and so well. Join us as we engage in enjoyable music activities that foster a
positive learning environment in the classroom and at home, benefiting each child’s
learning and development.
Presenter’s Biography:
Ellen Acuna has over twenty-five years of experience as an early childhood music and
movement specialist working with children birth through age five and their parents and
caregivers. She has also worked as a music specialist in early learning settings, including
dual language classes, Head Start programs, intergenerational music initiatives, and
classes for children with hearing impairments at a school for the deaf. In addition to her
teaching work, she is a mentor for other music and movement specialists at Music
Together Worldwide. She presents professional development workshops for music
specialists and classroom teachers, presents live webinars on topics related to music and
early learning, and has presented at national conferences. She has a B.A. from West
Chester University where she studied Speech Communications.

Session Description:
“The Joy of Not Knowing: Embracing Multiple Paths – Many Options of Loose Parts”
Children are a diverse lot – learning styles, capabilities, relationships with teachers,
genetics, exposure to trauma, lifestyle, culture, interests, access to experiences, and so
much more contribute to what and how a child learns. If we truly want all children to be
successful and optimize their learning potential, we must begin to reexamine our
instructional approaches, broaden our perspectives, and embrace options and
opportunities for more creativity and imagination. Let’s explore together how to best
facilitate and maximize learning and development.
Presenter’s Biography:
Keith L. Pentz, Early Years Program Consultant, Early Years Consulting Services, LLC, has
been in the field of education for over 40 years. Keith began his career by working in
childcare with infants and toddlers. Later, he taught elementary students as well as
Kindergarten. Keith spent the remainder of his classroom time teaching Prekindergarten
and working specifically with low socio-economic and diverse families as well as inclusion
students. Following his experiences in the classroom, Keith moved on to teach at the
University of Central Florida in Orlando, Florida, and he also was an Assistant Professor of
Early Childhood Education at Gordon College in Wenham, Massachusetts.
Along with his classroom experience and writing, Keith has been involved in a variety of
research and hands-on programs—specifically regarding play therapy and play as a
strategy for the development of cognitive processes. Keith was a founding member—
along with Becky Bailey (Loving Guidance/Conscious Discipline), Pam Frank (psychologist/
play therapist), and other teachers, counselors, and early childhood specialists—of Project
Play, a developmental, play therapy-based, and behavior intervention program that
worked with young children who may have difficulties developmentally, cognitively, or
socially and emotionally.

Made possible by a grant from Suncoast Credit Union

In-service Certificates
A conference certificate will be available in your “Promise Institute” account after you complete a
questionnaire and survey online.
•
Log into https://phelc.talentlms.com. (Your username is your email address)
•
Locate and click on “Early Childhood Educator's Conference: Activating the Creative Mind (InService) .” You will find this on your home page or in “My Courses.”
•
Press “Start or Resume Course” and complete the questionnaire and survey.
•
Wait up to 3 weeks for an Early Learning Coalition Training Specialist to verify your attendance from
the chat box.
•
Once the attendance has been verified, click on the PROGRESS tab.
•
You will find you certificate located under the CERTIFICATIONS tab.
CEU Terms and Conditions
By registering for this conference and purchasing CEUs, you agreed to the CEU Terms and Conditions on
the Coalition’s website.
These terms and conditions include that all CEU paperwork is the responsibility of the participant.
Within one week of completion of the conference, submit your CEU Questionnaire Packet which can be
found under the Files tab in the course. You will receive .4 CEUs after the submitted questionnaire has
been approved.
If CEU paperwork is incomplete, it will be returned to the participant via email. Participant will have ten
(10) days to complete CEU paperwork and resubmit to the Coalition.
Payment for CEUs is non-refundable.
CEU Distribution
CEU Certificates of Completion will be available in your “Promise Institute” account at https://
phelc.talentlms.com . You will find your certificate under the CERTIFICATIONS tab.
The Early Learning Coalition of Pasco and Hernando Counties, Inc. (PHELC) has been accredited as an
Authorized Provider by the International Association for Continuing Education and Training (IACET).
In obtaining this accreditation, the PHELC has demonstrated that it complies with the ANSI/IACET
Standard which is recognized internationally as a standard of good practice. As a result of the Authorized
Provider status, PHELC is authorized to offer IACET CEUs for programs that qualify under the ANSI/IACET
Standard.

If you wish to add LENA Grow to your classroom, please contact
Gina Kollar at g.kollar@elcph.org or call (727) 233-8291 ext. 126.

